[Psycho-affective and relational aspects of children with congenital cardiopathy].
The psychological and relational problems present in pediatric patients with congenital cardiac anomalies and in their families are reviewed based on an analysis of the current literature and on the personal experience of the authors. The need for all caretakers, especially the cardiologist and the cardiac surgeon, to be aware of these critical aspects is emphasized. The psychological experience of the patient and of his family is thoroughly addressed. Moreover, the complex relationship that developed between the family and the physician as a result of the family's expectations, requests and unconscious projections are discussed.